
 

  



 

On 23-24 September 2021, the 2nd Vanuatu Health Research Symposium was held at 

Holiday Inn in Port Vila.   

The Symposium Organising Committee was chaired by Dr Vincent Atua and Dr 

Lawrence Boe (on behalf of the Vanuatu Medical and Dental Association).  

A symposium organising committee comprised of Dr Matthew Cornish (private 

physician), Dr Tessa Knox (WHO), Yohann Lemonnier (VHP) and Dr Caroline van 

Gemert (VHP).  

The program is presented in the appendix of this report. The Symposium included a 

total of 36 presentation including 25 oral presentations and 11 posters.  

Ten presenters won awards including 

 Best presentation with a provincial focus: Hillary Toloka 

 Best presentation with a national focus: Sael Fred 

 Best presentation from an early career researcher: Aleesha Kalulu 

 Best presentation from a senior researcher: Sereana Natuman 

 Best nurse-led presentation: Lawrence Hinge 

 Best clinical presentation: Dr Margaret Lehi 

 Best public health presentation: Lekon Tagavi 

 Best poster presentation: Dr Crystal Garae 

 Best overall presentation: Dr Annette Garae 

 Judges choice: Joanne Mariasua 

Financial and technical support for the Symposium was provided by: 

 Vanuatu Ministry of Health 

 Vanuatu Medical and Dental Association 

 Australian Aid 

 New Zealand Aid Programme 

 Pasifika Medical Association Group 

 Vanuatu Health Program 

 World Health Organization 

  



 

Key recommendations from the Symposium include:  

 It is recommended that the Vanuatu Health Research Symposium is held on 

an annual basis 

 It is recommended that the Vanuatu Health Research Symposium is adopted 

as a key Ministry of Health activity and that the coordination and 

implementation is led by the Ministry of Health and that conference 

organisation and administrative support is obtained  

 It is recommended research skills and capacity building is strengthened and 

integrated with conference planning in future years 

 It is recommended that future Vanuatu Health Research Symposiums continue 

to include both national and provincial representation from across the 

Ministry of Health including medical, nursing, allied health and public health 

areas 



 

 



  



  



 

  



 

 What went well What went less well What should we do 

differently next 

year 

Executive engagement • MOH Executive 

approved conference 

• Director Sereana 

attended the whole 

symposium 

• DPPCS and DPH 

attended final sessions 

• Minister for Health not 

available for launch of 

symposium 

• Engage with MOH 

Executive earlier to 

ensure they understand 

the broader implication 

and benefits of the 

symposium including 

MOH leadership, team 

building, learning and 

development 

Event coordination • Team was available 

• Team put in a lot of 

effort 

• Minimal input from the 

Ministry of Health for 

event coordination 

• Encourage Ministry of 

Health to take the lead 

• Engage technical 

advisors for advice on 

programming rather 

than event coordination 

Abstract submission 

and review 

• Online submission 

• Template to guide 

people 

• Looks more professional 

• Review process was all 

online and electronic 

• Additional guidance 

required to ensure 

abstracts structured the 

same way 

• Call for abstracts to be 

advertised with greater 

lead time 

Pre-conference 

workshops 

• Three workshops were 

held (abstracts, posters 

and presentations) and 

were well received 

• Not enough advance 

notice was given 

• Organise and advertise 

sessions well in advance  

Presentations • Template used and they 

looked professional 

• Most presentations 

provided in advance 

• Most presentations 

were in Bislama which 

increased the 

confidence of 

presenters 

• Pre-symposium 

workshop strengthened 

presentations 

• Tessa did a great job 

fixing IT issues on the 

day 

• Some presentations 

went over-time 

• Not all presentations 

were presenting 

research (vs. program 

activities) 

• Some presenters were 

unprepared 

• IT wasn’t engaged in 

advance to provide 

technical support 

• Ensure stricter review of 

presentations 

• Call for abstracts earlier 

• Advise abstract outcome 

earlier  

• Ensure presenters keep 

to time 

• Retain pre-symposium 

workshop to prepare 

presenters 

• MOH IT should be 

engaged earlier to 

provide support 

throughout conference 

Virtual participation • Over 10 people were 

regularly online 

watching presentations 

from within Vanuatu 

and further (Fiji, 

Australia) 

• Didn’t provide advance 

notice on how to watch 

conference 

• Feedback received that 

audio was difficult when 

watching online 

• Outsource AV services 

to ensure high quality 

virtual participation 

including Q&A 

Budget and funding • The event went ahead 

despite last minute 

• Not enough support for 

administration and 

• Require administrative 

support to ensure 



 

funding issues budgeting in advance 

and during symposium 

symposium is 

appropriately budgeted 

for in advance 

• Ensure funding is 

obtained for the 

estimated budget in 

advance 

• Consider including 

registration fees 

Posters • Well presented 

• Scheduled poster 

viewing times were well 

attended 

• Some posters were 

submitted late 

• First print run was 

incorrect 

• Poster paper not 

available so fabric 

posters were printed at 

higher cost 

• Increase number of 

posters 

Communications • Information on 

FaceBook was well 

received from 

participants 

• Not enough information 

about the event was 

provided to participants 

in advance 

• Engage with MOH risk 

communications team 

and Executive in 

advance to promote 

event 

Registrations • VMDA had team 

members at registration 

desk 

• VMDA team members 

missed many sessions 

due to being at 

registration desk 

• Registrations in advance 

or limit to out-of-

session only 

Provincial 

representation 

• Some provincial 

representation 

• Limited participation 

from some provinces 

• Increased focus on 

provinces 

• Increased provincial 

representation 

• Increased funding to 

bring in provincial 

officers 

• Consider holding 

symposium in other 

cities to increase 

provincial engagement 

Evaluation • Informal feedback 

obtained 

• Evaluation not 

conducted during the 

Symposium 

• Ensure Symposium is 

evaluated at time of 

event 

Inclusivity • One presentation 

focused on people 

living with a disability 

• Venue not accessible for 

disabled people 

• Subtitles were not used 

for hearing impaired 

people 

• Ensure disability-friendly 

venue 

• Ensure subtitles used for 

hearing impaired people 

• Encourage abstracts 

from and focused on 

people living with a 

disability 

• Include VSPD as a 

partner in the 

organization of the 

symposium 

Transportation • Not provided • Transportation was not 

provided or offered 

• Ensure transportation to 

event is provided for 

future symposium to 

ensure safety for 

participants 



 

 


